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1. New Travel Tips Featuring BAKI Characters Unveiled on Sept. 10 
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On Sept 10, the Japan National Tourism Organization (JNTO), in collaboration with Japanese publisher 
AKITASHOTEN Co., Ltd., unveiled “10 Smart Travel Tips for Japan,” a set of informational materials for 
international visitors featuring characters from the globally popular BAKI manga series. 
The materials present 10 practical tips to help international visitors enjoy a smooth and respectful journey 
in Japan. Topics include hands-free travel through luggage delivery and storage services, as well as 
appropriate etiquette at shrines, temples, and hot springs. Characters from the BAKI series introduce each 
tip in an engaging way that reflects their distinctive personalities. 
In addition to booklets available in English, Korean, French, and Spanish, JNTO has also produced posters 
and stickers. The materials will be distributed and displayed at travel fairs and other events outside Japan, 
as well as at major airports across Japan. Digital versions will also be available on the JNTO website. 
10 Smart Travel Tips for Japan (in English) 
10 Smart Travel Tips for Japan (in Spanish) 
10 Smart Travel Tips for Japan (in French) 
10 Smart Travel Tips for Japan (in Korean) 
 

 
 
 

2. Arte Museum Nagoya: Popular Immersive Art Exhibition Makes Japan Debut in 
November   

 

https://www.japan.travel/en/responsible-travel-guide/brochure/
https://asset.japan.travel/image/upload/v1787722201/pdf/10_Smart_Travel_Tips_for_Japan_es.pdf
https://asset.japan.travel/image/upload/v1787722137/pdf/10_Smart_Travel_Tips_for_Japan_fr.pdf
https://asset.japan.travel/image/upload/v1787722146/pdf/10_Smart_Travel_Tips_for_Japan_ko.pdf


©Arte Museum Nagoya 
 

"Arte Museum Nagoya," an immersive art exhibition originating in South Korea, is set to open in Chita, 
Aichi Prefecture, in late November. With locations in eight cities worldwide—including New York—and a 
cumulative number of visitors surpassing 12 million, this marks the exhibition’s debut in Japan.      
Centered around the theme of "ETERNAL NATURE," the exhibition will showcase 13 to 15 signature media 
artworks. Nature-inspired visuals, scents, and soundscapes created specifically for each zone are blended 
to create a fully immersive, multi-sensory experience. In addition, new artworks inspired by Aichi 
Prefecture and Nagoya will be unveiled, celebrating local landmarks like Nagoya Castle and historical 
shrines alongside the timeless aesthetic of wabi-sabi. Arte Museum Nagoya is located along the coast near 
Shin-Maiko station in Chita on the Meitetsu Tokoname Line, a half-hour train ride from Nagoya Station. 
Arte Museum Nagoya (in Japanese) *English page will be launched shortly.   
 
 

 
 
 

3. BOUNCEE by RIHGA Fukuoka Hakata: A Hotel as Stylish Destination Opens Sept.1 
      

 

BOUNCEE by RIHGA Fukuoka Hakata opened on Sept. 1, in Fukuoka’s vibrant Hakata-Gion district. 
BOUNCEE is RIHGA Royal Hotels’ new brand, and it is intended to evoke the buoyant and uplifting feeling 
that an exciting hotel stay will bring. With the hotel’s "hotel bar" concept, the bar-style lighting and 
minimalist interiors create a sophisticated urban atmosphere targeting young and active travelers such as 
couples and friends. BOUNCEE serves as a gateway to experiencing the city’s history, delicacies, and 
festivals, while embracing its vibrant nightlife and culinary culture. The hotel has a total of 117 twin and 

https://artemuseum.co.jp/


double rooms, and guests can relax at a large communal bath and sauna. It is conveniently located just 
outside the subway Kushida Shrine Station and within a 10-minute walk of JR Hakata Station. 
BOUNCEE by RIHGA Fukuoka Hakata 
 
 

 
 

 
4. Hyatt Centric Sapporo: A Base for Exploring Hokkaido Capital to Open This Fall 
 

©Hyatt Centric Sapporo 

 
Hyatt Centric Sapporo will open this fall in a newly completed 26-story complex in Sapporo, as a modern 
boutique hotel. The hotel features 216 guest rooms, including nine suites, on the 17th floor to the top 
floor, all with splendid views of the city. As the name shows, it is located in the center of the city, within 
a 10-minute walk from Sapporo Station and near landmarks like the Former Hokkaido Government Office 
Building and Odori Park, making it a great choice for business and leisure travelers. The hotel offers a 
restaurant and bar with local culinary delights, a 24-hour fitness gym, and an event space large enough 
for conventions, all designed for comfort and style. Hyatt Centric Sapporo is the first Hyatt-branded hotel 
in Sapporo, which offers new discoveries with every visit; it serves as the perfect base for exploring not 
only Sapporo but also the wider region of Hokkaido.  
Hyatt Centric Sapporo 
 
 

 
 
 

5. Kasama Chrysanthemum Festival: Autumn Tradition in Ibaraki, Oct. 24-Nov.23 
 

https://www.rihga.com/bouncee-fukuoka-hakata
https://www.hyatt.com/hyatt-centric/en-US/ctsct-hyatt-centric-sapporo


The chrysanthemum holds a special place in the hearts of Japanese, as it symbolizes the Imperial Family, 
and the emblem of the flower is printed on the passport cover. Representing such a special sentiment, 
the chrysanthemum festival in Kasama, Ibaraki Prefecture, which started in 1908, is said to be one of 
Japan’s oldest and most well-known of its kind. The Kasama Inari Shrine serves as the festival’s main venue, 
where colorful chrysanthemums are displayed, showcasing a wide range of traditional cultivation 
techniques and artistic forms. Photogenic touches abound: opened washi umbrellas cover the sky against 
the late-autumn blue, blooms float in the purification basin, and chrysanthemum dolls on a theme that 
changes each year. During the festival period, a “yabusame” (horseback archery) event takes place on a 
260-meter stretch set up in front of Kasama Elementary School on Nov 3. During this season, visitors can 
taste Japanese and Western-style chestnut confections and dishes throughout the city. 
Kasama Chrysanthemum Festival 
 
 

 
 

 

6. Pop Culture Hiroshima 2026: Cosplay and Anime Songs on Oct. 31 and Nov. 1 
 

 
Japanese pop culture—including anime songs that transcend borders to resonate with audiences and 
cosplay—fosters shared connections. Since 2017, the NPO "Music brings Peace" has organized "Pop 
Culture Hiroshima" to provide a platform for international exchange through youth culture and to send 
out the message that "peace is fun" from Hiroshima to the world. This year, the two-day event on Oct. 31 
and Nov. 1 will take place at the NTT Credo Hall in central Hiroshima as the main venue, where cosplayers, 
including 36 people from 18 countries overseas, are slated to participate, and will make stage 
performances on both days. 
On the first day, cosplayers will parade through the city center’s Hondori Shopping Arcade, embodying 
their favorite anime characters. On the second day, the festival will present a singing contest, “Hiroshima 
Anime Song Champions Grand Prix.”  
Pop Culture Hiroshima 2026 
 
 

 
 

7. Tottori Hanakairo: Winter Illuminations and Fireworks Highlight Spectacular Flower Park, 
from Nov.14 

 

https://www-kasama--kankou-jp.translate.goog/page/dir000187.html?_x_tr_sl=ja&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=ja
https://www.pophi.jp/


Scenes from last year’s event 
 

Set against Daisen, the Chugoku region’s highest mountain, Tottori Hanakairo (Tottori Prefectural Flower 
Park) presents annual winter illuminations and fireworks. Visitors can enjoy seasonal flowers in the 
daytime, and at night, about one million lights illuminate the 80,000-sq.-meter area in one of Japan’s 
largest flower parks. On weekends and holidays, fireworks are set off to light up the night sky in the 
“Hanakairo Winter Fireworks.” The 2026 season will run from Nov. 14 to Jan. 11, 2027. A free shuttle bus 
service from JR Yonago Station is available. 
Tottori Hanakaito 
 
 

 
 

8. Okayama Korakuen Garden: Autumn Foliage Illuminations Nov. 20-29 
 

©Okayama Korakuen Garden 

 
At Okayama Korakuen, which is dubbed one of Japan’s three most beautiful gardens, with its 300-year 
history, the peak of autumn foliage in the "Chishio-no-Mori" maple grove will be illuminated during the 
“Genso Teien” (Fantasy Garden) event from Nov. 20 to 29. The illumination of Okayama Castle, also known 
as "Crow Castle," will take place simultaneously with the Korakuen event. The breathtaking views of 
illuminated foliage reflected on the water's surface. While visitors can enjoy the splendid autumn colors 
of the trees during the day, the illumination events will be open from 5 pm until 8:30 pm (last entry at 8 
pm). The garden is about 15 minutes by bus from JR Okayama Station. 
Fantastic Autumn Garden/U-jo (Crow Castle) Togenkyo 
 
 

https://www.tottorihanakairou.or.jp/en/photo_gallery/6/
https://www.okayama-japan.jp/en/spot/13463


 

To close, and building on our previous newsletter dedicated to the theme of sake, we feature three 
notable destinations where travelers can experience Japan's distinctive approach to alcohol culture in its 
many forms.  
 
 

  
9. Ponshukan: Stop by at Echigo-Yuzawa Station for Tasting Niigata’s Best Sakes 

©ponshukan 
 

Niigata is Japan's premier sake prefecture, where pure snowmelt water produces exceptional rice and 
sake made from rice. At Ponshukan Kikizake Bansho, inside Echigo-Yuzawa station (about 80 minutes from 

Tokyo by shinkansen, right by the ski resorts), pay ￥1000 for a cup and five tokens, and sample from 

roughly 130 local sakes via coin-operated servers. Visitors at Ponshukan can also relax in a sake-infused 
hot-spring bath, take a big bite of giant onigiri made of Niigata’s nationally renowned Koshihikari brand 
rice produced in the Minamiuonuma area and enjoy local food — an easy sake experience in one stop. 
Travelers can also visit Ponshukan inside the Niigata and Nagaoka station buildings for more sake-tasting 
experiences. 
Ponshukan 
 
 

 

10. NikkaWhisky Sendai Miyagikyo Distillery: Tour of Japanese Spirits Making in Miyagi 

 

https://www.jnto.go.jp/en/news/newsletter_2026_08_3.pdf
http://ponshukan.com/en/


 

 

Nikka's Miyagikyo Whisky Distillery in Sendai opened in 1969 as the distiller’s second plant after its original 
distillery that was launched in Yoichi, Hokkaido, in 1934. Both facilities were established by Taketsuru 
Masataka — Nikka’s founder and the “Father of Japanese Whisky.” Miyagikyo is surrounded by a forested 
valley where two clear rivers meet. Red-brick buildings and a Scottish-style kiln tower sit amid the 
greenery, especially scenic in autumn. In the area, mist and haze linger throughout the year, and the moist 
and clear air rising from the forest protects the casks in the warehouse from drying out, allowing the spirit 
to mature gently in the cool climate. About 70-minute guided tours, which are free of charge, show the 
pot stills and aging warehouses, where visitors can watch the actual manufacturing process. The tour 
concludes with a complimentary tasting. Tours are run in Japanese, but English pamphlets and a 
multilingual smartphone guide are provided (reservation necessary). The concession stand carries 
distillery-exclusive bottles such as Single Malt Miyagikyo.  
NikkaWhisky Sendai Miyagikyo Distillery 
 

 

11. Lumiere: One of Japan’s Oldest Wineries founded in 1885 in Yamanashi 

©︎ Lumiere Winery 

 
With the motto of “To make fine wines, grow fine grapes,” Lumiere, one of Japan's oldest wineries, was 
founded in 1885 in Fuefuki, Yamanashi Prefecture. An English-language guided tour at the winery gives 
you an insight into the production of high-quality wines in Yamanashi, Japan's best-known wine region. 
Yamanashi is popularly called by its historical name, Koshu, and it also is the name of a grape variety native 
to Japan for white wines. Winery tours feature the 1901 stone fermentation tank called “Ishigura,” a 
Registered Tangible Cultural Property, as well as other winery facilities and vineyards. Two types of tours 

https://nikka.com/en/distilleries/miyagikyo/


 

are available - one with wine tasting and the other without. Reservations are necessary about one week 
in advance. 
Lumiere 
 
 
 
Notes: 

・The above details are correct as of the time of publication, and are subject to change. 

 
 
If you’d like to download photos and videos of Japan's tourist attractions, please visit the Japan Photo & 
Video Library Links 
For media inquiries, including requests to use photographs, please contact JNTO at 
media_inquiry@jnto.go.jp 
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