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1. KAI Zao to Introduce a Holistic Wellness Retreat Beneath Yamagata’s Mountain Ranges, 

October 15 
 

©︎Hoshino Resorts 
 

Hoshino Resorts’ luxury hot-spring ryokan brand KAI will open its first property in Yamagata Prefecture, 
KAI Zao, on October 15 in the historic Zao Onsen hot-spring village. Set amid subalpine fir forests, the 49-
room ryokan features a 360-degree rooftop terrace with a jacuzzi inspired by the Okama crater lake and a 
bathhouse showcasing Zao’s mineral-rich thermal springs. Guest rooms feature furnishings and textiles 
crafted by local artisans that highlight the safflower, Yamagata’s prefectural flower. Opening during the 
peak autumn foliage season, KAI Zao offers easy access to the area's hiking trails and mountain landscapes. 
The property is approximately 45 minutes from JR Yamagata Station by local bus or taxi. 
KAI Zao 

 
 

 
 

 
2. Kobe Rokko Meets Art 2026 Beyond: Contemporary Art Blends with the Hyogo 

Landscape, August 29-November 29 

 

https://hoshinoresorts.com/en/hotels/kaizao/


Yoshitomo Nara, Peace Head Artwork:©Yoshitomo Nara (left) and TAKAHASHI Kyota《Illuminated Fruits - Hikarino-

mi - in SIKI Garden》(right) 

   

Now in its 17th edition, Kobe Rokko Meets Art is an annual contemporary art festival set amid the 
landscapes of Mt. Rokko overlooking the city of Kobe in Hyogo Prefecture. Since its inception in 2010, 
about 650 artists have participated in the festival. This year, 60 Japanese and international artist groups 
transform the mountain’s hillsides, forests, gardens, and cultural facilities – such as Rokko Musical Box 
Museum & Gardens MORINONE and Rokko Alpine Botanical Garden – into open-air galleries. The event 
invites visitors to discover art while exploring nature through the festival’s signature “art walk” experience. 
This year’s program features works by internationally acclaimed artists, including Kusama Yayoi and Nara 
Yoshitomo. After sunset, the “Forest of Light” program offers a nighttime journey through illuminated 
installations and woodland settings on weekends and public holidays from September 19 to November 29.  
Kobe Rokko Meets Art 2026 Beyond 

 
 

 
      

 
3. The Zen and Ghibli Exhibition: Discovering Zen through Studio Ghibli’s Films, Kyoto, 

October 3-December 6 
 

   © Hayao Miyazaki/Toshio Suzuki       © 2023 Hayao Miyazaki/Studio Ghibli 
 

The Zen and Ghibli Exhibition will be held at the Higashiyama Cube of the Kyoto City KYOCERA Museum of 
Art from October 3 to December 6, offering an exploration of Zen philosophy through the works of Studio 
Ghibli. Inspired by Zen and Ghibli, a collection of dialogues between Studio Ghibli producer Suzuki Toshio 
and Zen monks, the exhibition encourages visitors to experience a Zen-inspired perspective through the 
studio’s animated films. Ghibli films often present moral ambiguity, avoiding clear distinctions between 

https://rokkomeetsart.jp/english/


good and evil, and instead inviting reflection, contemplation, and acceptance of uncertainty—qualities 
aligned with Zen principles such as letting go of fixed judgments and seeing things as they truly are. A key 
focus is Miyazaki Hayao’s The Boy and the Heron (2023), which gained wide international attention and is 
said to have left audiences with lingering questions rather than definitive explanations. Through film stills, 
quotations, and Suzuki’s calligraphy, the exhibition highlights the Zen-influenced worldview woven 
through Ghibli’s storytelling. The exhibition opens in Kyoto, where Zen culture continues to shape the 
city's everyday landscape. 
Zen and Ghibli Exhibition 
 
 

 
 
 

4. ARTE TOKYO: Connecting the City Through a Kaleidoscope of Arts, October 10-December 
31 

Japanese artist Ohmaki Shinji’s installation Gravity and Grace/2024 (left) Kiss, or Dual Monitors 2026, a captivating 
media art installation by the Japanese artist duo exonemo (right) 

 
ARTE TOKYO is a new citywide arts and culture festival, running from October 10 to December 31 across 
Tokyo's Waterfront, the Hibiya–Marunouchi, and Yoyogi–Shibuya areas. Its Core Programs include revivals 
of the Tokyo 2020 Cultural Program as well as new forms of expression showcased throughout Tokyo's 
urban spaces by a diverse range of artists, from internationally active figures to emerging voices shaping 
the next generation. Highlight programs include immersive waterfront experiences presented in 
coordination with Tokyo Aqua Symphony, a spectacular fountain show combining water, light, and sound; 
the TOKYO ATLAS International Art Exhibition; and Illumination Island Odaiba. In the Hibiya–Marunouchi 
Area, Hibiya Park and the former Tokyo Expressway (KK Line) will be reimagined through contemporary 
art installations and cultural experiences. The festival transforms parks, roads, waterfronts, and other 
public and private urban spaces into venues that bring contemporary art, along with elements such as 
entertainment and illuminations, directly into Tokyo's daily  cityscape.  
ARTE TOKYO 
 
 

 
      

 

5. Kawagoe Festival: Preserving a 370-Year Tradition of Magnificent Edo-Style Floats in 
Saitama, October 17-18 
 

https://zen-ghibli.jp/kyoto/english/index.html
https://artetokyo.jp/en/


    ©︎ Kawagoe City 

 
The Kawagoe Festival in Saitama Prefecture traces its origins to a 1648 grand festival at Kawagoe Hikawa 
Shrine. Held every third weekend of October, the historic autumn celebration takes place this year on 
October 17 and 18. With a history of over 370 years, it is known for its Edo-style two-story dashi (wooden 
floats), decorated with intricate carvings and topped with large figures of legendary and historical 
characters. A key highlight is “Hikkawase,” a musical showdown that occurs when floats meet at street 
intersections, featuring flutes, drums, and bells in energetic performances. Designated in 2016 as 
UNESCO’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, the event draws crowds 
from across Japan and abroad. Kawagoe’s preserved historic streetscape provides the backdrop for 
illuminated evening processions, traditional performances, and street food, offering an easy cultural 
escape just a 30-minute express train ride from central Tokyo.  
Kawagoe Festival 
 
 

 
 

6. Sennen Akari: Bamboo Lanterns Illuminate the Historic District of Hita, Oita, November 
13-15       

 
Oita Prefecture, Japan’s leading producer of madake (timber bamboo), hosts several major bamboo 
lantern illumination events each autumn. Hita City hosts “Sennen Akari,” an annual light festival held over 
three days on the second weekend of November. This event takes place in the historic Mameda-machi, a 
preserved merchant town often called the “Little Kyoto of Kyushu.” Around 30,000 handcrafted bamboo 
lanterns, made and lit by local volunteers, illuminate the streets and the Kagetsu River, reflecting off white-
walled buildings. Launched in 2005 as a community initiative, the festival preserves local cultural heritage 

https://www.kawagoematsuri.jp/English/index.html


 

while helping manage bamboo overgrowth. The evening display features expansive bamboo art 
installations, creative lighting displays, and a communal lighting ceremony. The event coincides with the 
daytime festivities of the Hita Tenryo Festival, which features traditional samurai-era processions.  
Hita Sennen Akari (this year's information will be updated about one month before the event) 

 
 

      
      
7. Autumn at Tsugaike Nature Park: Experiencing Mountain Foliage in Nagano's Alps 
 

 ©︎Tsugaike Visitor Center 
 
Tsugaike Nature Park in Otari Village, Nagano Prefecture, lies at an altitude of approximately 1,900 meters 
within Chubu-Sangaku National Park and spans about 100 hectares. Nestled in the Northern Japanese Alps, 
the park is vibrant with color from September to October, when birch and rowan trees turn red and gold 
against the Hakuba Sanzan mountains, creating a scene locally described as “autumn foliage in the sky.” It 
is also known for kusa-momiji, where wetland plants such as mosses and cottongrass change color, turning 
marshes into carpets of warm tones. Well-maintained wooden boardwalks provide accessible hiking 
routes ranging from short walks to longer loops of about four hours for a full circuit. Visitors can reach the 
park via a gondola and ropeway from Tsugaike Mountain Resort. Open until October 25, it offers an alpine 
landscape of wetlands, forests, and mountain views. 
Tsugaike Nature Park 
 
 
As a follow-up to our previous newsletter on Japanese castles, here are three more worth a visit.  
 

      
 

8. Fukuyama Castle Stay: Becoming the Lord of Fukuyama for a Day, Hiroshima 
 

https://oita-tourism.com/en/events/detail_1154.html
https://sizenen.otarimura.com/
https://www.jnto.go.jp/en/news/newsletter_2026_08_1.pdf


 

 
Built in 1622, Fukuyama Castle is an important early Edo-period castle located a five-minute walk from JR 
Fukuyama Station in Hiroshima Prefecture. The castle is known for its distinctive north-facing iron-plated 
castle tower—although the original keep was destroyed during World War II, it was reconstructed in 1966, 
with major restoration completed in 2022 to mark the castle's 400th anniversary. Today, the castle 
grounds feature interactive exhibits and nationally designated Important Cultural Properties, including the 
Fushimi Yagura Turret and Sujigane Gomon Gate. The Fukuyama Castle Stay program allows one group 
per day exclusive access to the castle complex. Guests dressed up as the lord or princess of the keep are 
welcomed with a ceremonial procession by samurai officials. This is followed by a dinner featuring local 
ingredients, a private night lounge atop the castle keep, and an overnight stay in the historic Tsukimi 
Yagura turret. The experience also includes access to the Oyudono bathhouse, inspired by the bathing 
quarters of the castle’s first lord. Launched in May 2026 at the nearby Fukuyama Castle Ninomaru 
Fukujukaikan Terrace, the "Shogun Wedding" program allows couples to hold an actual wedding ceremony 
inspired by local samurai traditions. 
Fukuyama Castle Stay 
Shogun Wedding  
 
 

      
 
9. Echizen Ono Castle: Fukui’s “Castle in the Sky” 
 

 

Echizen Ono Castle is a hilltop castle perched on Mt. Kameyama (249 meters) in the center of Ono City, 
Fukui Prefecture. Surrounded by mountains, it overlooks the Ono Basin and its historic castle town. On 
mornings when thick mist fills the valley, the town disappears beneath a sea of clouds, leaving the castle 

https://fukuyamacastle.com/en/
https://www.vmg.co.jp/wedding/lp/shogunwedding/


 

seemingly floating above the fog in a scene known as the “Castle in the Sky.” This phenomenon typically 
occurs from October to around the end of April and peaks in November when high humidity, calm winds, 
and a sharp overnight drop in temperature align. The optimal viewing window opens at dawn and lasts 
until around 9 a.m. Completed in 1580, the castle passed through several feudal lords before being 
dismantled following the Meiji Restoration. The current main keep is a 1968 reconstruction that now 
functions as a museum, displaying samurai armor, official garments, and the regional lord’s palanquin. 
Walking trails ascend the hillside from the town, opening up views over the historic castle town and the 
Ono Basin along the way. 
Echizen Ono Castle 
 
 

      
 

10. Shiroishi Castle: Samurai Armor Experience in Miyagi  
 

 
Shiroishi Castle in Shiroishi City, Miyagi Prefecture, is a historic fortress closely linked to legendary daimyo 
Date Masamune. Originally fortified in 1591, the castle was dismantled in 1874 during the Meiji 
Restoration, but its main keep and gates were faithfully reconstructed in wood in 1995. Today, it serves as 
a cultural site and museum, offering exhibits on local history and interactive experiences for visitors. Its 
highlight is the “Be a SAMURAI” program, which allows visitors to don authentic samurai armor replicas 
once worn by legendary warriors. The experience is offered in multiple formats, including the “Samurai 
Armor Dressing Experience,” where guests wear armor and explore the castle for photos, and the “Movie 
Filming Plan,” which recreates samurai scenes inside the castle with a professional film crew and an edited 
video. A “Sendai Walking Tour Plan” is also available, allowing participants to don samurai armor and stroll 
through the city's shopping districts while enjoying local cuisine and culture. 
Shiroishi Castle 
Be a SAMURAI 

 
 
Notes: 

・The above details are correct as of the time of publication, and are subject to change. 
 
 
If you’d like to download photos and videos of Japan's tourist attractions, please visit the Japan Photo & 
Video Library Links 
For media inquiries, including requests to use photographs, please contact JNTO at 
media_inquiry@jnto.go.jp 
 

https://www.onocastle.net/en/skycastle/
https://shiroishi-navi.jp/en/detail/shiroishi-castle/
https://shiroishi-kattyu.rezio.shop/en-US
https://www.japan.travel/en/japan-photo-and-video-library/
https://www.japan.travel/en/japan-photo-and-video-library/
mailto:media_inquiry@jnto.go.jp
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