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1. A Ryokan Where Italian-Inspired Cuisine Meets Local Wine:KAI Matsumoto Reopens in 
Nagano Aug 4 

      

          A Lobby where Live Music Is Played at Night (left) and a Plate of Italian cuisine served at KAI Matsumoto 
(right) ©Hoshino Resorts 

 

A renowned Hoshino Resorts onsen ryokan is being reborn. On August 4, 2026, KAI Matsumoto will reopen 
under the concept "A Ryokan Immersed in Matsumoto Elegante." Located in Asama Onsen — a 1,300-
year-old hot spring district about 15 minutes by car from JR Matsumoto Station — this gateway to the 
Northern Japan Alps marks a bold evolution for the KAI brand. It is the first KAI property to replace 
traditional Japanese kaiseki cuisine with a refined Italian dining experience, paired with local Shinshu wines. 
"Shinshu" is the traditional, historic name for the mountainous Nagano Prefecture, which is rapidly 
emerging as a prominent hub of viticulture, music, and art. The immersion extends beyond dining: guests 
can unwind in 13 bath variations across eight hot spring types and every guest room is reborn, fitted with 
quality speakers and a vinyl record player. In the evening, guests can linger at the wine bar, enjoying a 
glass of an acclaimed label from Shinshu's renowned wineries as the sounds of the building's music drift 
through the air. 
KAI Matsumoto 
 
 

 
 

 

2. Kakunodate’s Yama Float Festival: Where Tradition Meets Spectacular Collisions in Akita 
Sep 7-9  

 
 
 

https://hoshinoresorts.com/en/hotels/kaimatsumoto/


 
 
 

©︎ Semboku City 
 

Designated as both a UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage and an Important Intangible Folk Cultural 
Property of Japan, Kakunodate's Yama Float Festival is a nearly 400-year-old spectacle. It unites rituals 
from a Shinto shrine and a Buddhist (Yakushido) hall. From September 7 to 9, the historic samurai district 
of Kakunodate comes alive as neighborhood teams haul towering, multi-ton wooden floats (yama) — 
adorned with fierce samurai and kabuki figures — through the streets to the cadence of traditional 
festival music and dance. The undisputed highlight of the three-day event is the clash of the floats. When 
two massive floats meet in the street, their leaders negotiate to decide who has the right of way. If no 
agreement is reached, the encounter erupts into a high-impact collision. Amid crashing wood, roaring 
chants, and cheers from the crowds, the teams ram their floats together in a breathtaking display of 
neighborhood pride. Because of the sheer scale of these vehicles and the physical intensity of the 
clashes, spectators should keep a respectful distance and follow local safety guidance.  
Kakunodate's Yama Float Festival 
Kakunodate Festival Mountain Event  

 
 

 
 

 
3. 18th Century Tradition at Full Speed: Kishiwada Danjiri Festival in Osaka Sep 19-20 
 

 ©︎Kishiwada City 
 

The Kishiwada Danjiri Festival in Osaka is one of Japan's most adrenaline‑fueled cultural events. 

Originating in 1703 as a feudal lord's prayer for a bountiful harvest, this festival has evolved into an 

https://www.city.semboku.akita.jp/en/sightseeing/spot/07_kakumatsuri.html
https://tazawako-kakunodate.com/en/spots/7443/


 
 
 

astonishing exhibition of speed, teamwork, and local pride. Neighborhood teams power through packed 
streets pulling danjiri—towering, intricately carved wooden floats weighing more than four tons. The 
festival's defining spectacle is the yarimawashi, a high-stakes maneuver where teams execute sharp, 
right-angle turns at full speed. As these massive structures hurtle around tight corners, daiku-
gata (rooftop dancers) balance precariously on top, leaping, waving fans, and electrifying crowds of over 
400,000. One of the festival's true highlights is the Miyairi ceremony, when each float performs a 
thunderous yarimawashi up the steep approach to Kishiki Shrine to pay its respects. After dark, the 
energy transforms entirely: illuminated by approximately 200 red paper lanterns, the colossal floats glide 
slowly through the city, turning a high-octane daytime spectacle into a mesmerizing nighttime procession. 
Held in two rounds each year, the festival takes place on September 19th–20th and again on October 
10th-11th. 
Kishiwada Danjiri Festival 2026 

 
 

 
 

 
4. KYOMAF 2026: Where Japan's Ancient Capital Meets Its Pop-Culture Future in Kyoto Sep 

19-20 
 

 Illustration by 芽護こうせい ©CITY OF KYOTO ©KYOTO Municipal Transportation Bureau 2013-2026 (left), 

The “COSMEET” cosplay performance © COSMEET (COSPLAY PERFORMANCE MEETING) (right) 
 

For one weekend, Kyoto, the nation's ancient capital, transforms into a premier hub for manga, anime, 
and gaming. The Kyoto International Manga Anime Fair (KYOMAF) returns for its milestone 15th edition, 
organized by the Kyoto International Manga Anime Fair Executive Committee and Kyoto City to champion 
creative talent and attract global audiences as the largest such festival in western Japan. The festival 
bridges contemporary fandom with traditional Kyoto charm, offering fans and media professionals a 
packed lineup of major publisher booths, cosplay events and exclusive merchandise across three venues, 
including Miyako Messe and ROHM Theatre Kyoto. Visitors can also enjoy special anime-themed 
collaboration meals, while a series of live events feature renowned voice actors hosting talk shows and 
sharing behind-the-scenes stories from the anime industry. At the Kyoto International Manga Museum 
venue, the associated COSMEET stage presents cosplay as a live performance, where costumed 
performers take to the stage through dance, acting, and music, creating a unique 2.5-dimensional 
experience that combines cosplay, OSHI-KATSU (supporting your favorite performers), and various 
entertainment forms for spectators to enjoy. 
KYOMAF 2026 
 
 

https://www-city-kishiwada-lg-jp.translate.goog/site/danjiri/?_x_tr_sl=ja&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=ja
https://kyomaf.kyoto/en/


 
 
 

 
 
 

5. Maebashi Biennale Debuts, International Art Across a Gunma City, Sep 19-Dec 20 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ninagawa Mika’s installation shown in 2023  

蜷川実花 with EiM《Breathing of Lives》2023／HOWZE／Photo by Shinya Kigure 

Mika Ninagawa with EiM, Breathing of Lives, HOWZE, 2023. (left),  

and the city's landmark Shiroiya Hotel, one of the festival venues ©︎SHIROIYA HOTEL (Photo by Shinya Kigure） 
 

Maebashi City is undergoing a cultural transformation, and its new international arts festival offers a 
compelling reason to visit. The Maebashi Biennale is part of the city's ongoing revival, inspired by Mebuku 
— meaning "to bud" or "to sprout" — a movement that has guided Maebashi's regeneration since 2016. 
Running from September 19 to December 20, 2026, the Biennale isn't confined to gallery walls — it turns 
the entire city into a walkable exhibition. Local and international creators working in everything from 
poetry and architecture to film and music are setting up installations in shopping streets, hidden 
alleyways, public squares and vacant buildings, across more than 20 venues anchored by the Arts 
Maebashi museum and the landmark Shiroiya Hotel. The lineup features an impressive mix of 70 artist 
groups, including fashion-designer-turned-artist Martin Margiela and photographer Ninagawa Mika, who 
returns with her creative team EiM following a celebrated 2023 installation that filled a former cabaret 
and the hotel's atrium with luminous flowers, butterflies, and fish.  
Maebashi Biennale 2026 
 

 
 
 

6. Nagasaki Kunchi Festival Celebrating the City’s Multicultural Heritage, Oct 7-9 

Photos are from a past year's festival. Contents vary by year. © Nagasaki Prefecture Tourism Association 

https://maebashi-biennale.com/


 
 
 

 

Every October, Nagasaki sheds its quiet coastal demeanor for Nagasaki Kunchi, the spectacular autumn 
festival of Suwa Shrine, dedicated to the city's guardian deity. Dating back to 1634, the event is a vivid 
reflection of the city's historic role as Japan's main gateway to the outside world during centuries of 
isolation. The result is a cultural hybrid found nowhere else in the country, blending Japanese, Chinese, 
and European traditions. Crowds gather to watch everything from heavy, Chinese-style dragon dances 
called Jaodori to ship floats and kasaboko — massive, spinning umbrella structures that can weigh more 
than 100 kg. Designated as an Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property of Japan in 1979, the festival 
spills out into streets and public squares across the city. Beyond Suwa Shrine and the paid viewing areas, 
dedication dances can be seen throughout Nagasaki. During the festival, each performing town visits 
shops, offices, and private homes in the central district to perform dances believed to bring good fortune 
— a practice known as "Niwasaki Mawari." Kamome Square in front of Nagasaki Station and Minato Park 
in Nagasaki Shinchi Chinatown are especially popular, with an atmosphere rivaling the official venues. 
The schedule is usually finalized about a week before the festival, but performers can be seen moving 
through the city throughout all three days. Many visitors simply seek out the dances in the streets rather 
than watching from a designated venue. 
Nagasaki Kunchi Festival 2026 
 
 

 
7. Naha Great Tug-of-War Festival Celebrates Unity, Strength and Tradition in Okinawa Oct 

11 
      

 

Over the Sports Day long weekend, downtown Naha turns into a lively festival site for the Naha Great 
Tug-of-War Festival. The contest, held at Kumoji Crossing on Route 58, is listed in the Guinness World 
Records, and an estimated 15,000 rope-pullers split into East and West teams haul a colossal, hand-
woven rice-straw rope that stretches about 200 meters and weighs roughly 40–43 tons. The festival’s 
roots are generally traced to the 15th century, and it was revived in 1971 after being discontinued in 
1935. It now draws over 270,000 attendees each year, and spectators traditionally cut off pieces of the 
rope to take home as good-luck charms. The festival welcomes spectators who want to join in 
spontaneously. 
Naha's Great Tug-of-War Festival 2026 
 
 
 
 
 

https://nagasaki-kunchi.com/english
https://www.naha-otsunahiki.org/index.php


 
 
 

 

Following our previous newsletter on sports tourism, we have also included two outstanding hiking 
destinations where travelers can enjoy breathtaking fall foliage alongside regional culinary specialties —
plus the latest update on Asia's biggest sporting event, returning to Japan this fall for the first time in 32 
years.     
 
 

 
 

 
8. Autumn Splendor at Mt. Chausu, Tochigi: Ropeways, Hiking Trails, and Historic Hot 

Springs 
      

Ropeway with autumn foliage in front of Mt. Chausu ©Tochigi Prefecture Tourism & Local Products Association 
(left) and Sandogoya Onsen’s Daikokuya, a mountain hot spring inn (right) 

 
Just under 90 minutes from Tokyo by train, Tochigi Prefecture's Nasu Highlands offer a pristine autumn 
escape. The region’s centerpiece is Mt. Chausu, a 1,915-meter active volcano known for its vivid autumn 
foliage and dramatic volcanic terrain. The area is easily accessible: the Nasu Ropeway takes visitors up 
toward the mountain's 9th Station, leaving a moderate 50-minute climb to the summit — a proper 
volcanic hike that winds past steaming fumaroles and crater scenery toward the peak. On a clear day, the 
summit offers a stunning panoramic view of the Kanto Plain. From there, experienced hikers can continue 
roughly two hours into the wilderness to Sandogoya Onsen’s Daikokuya, a mountain hot spring inn that 
can only be reached on foot. The inn’s springs have long been revered as "the bath of a hundred 
medicines." Peak autumn foliage on the upper mountain typically occurs from late September to mid-
October, with the surrounding highlands coloring a little later.  
Mt. Chausu 
Mt. Nasu Hiking Trail 
 
 

 
 
9. Mt. Daisen, Tottori: Pilgrimage Trails, Summit Hikes, and Coastal Seafood 

https://www.jnto.go.jp/en/news/newsletter_2026_07_1.pdf
https://www.visit-tochigi.com/plan-your-trip/things-to-do/818/
https://www.japan.travel/national-parks/parks/nikko/see-and-do/mt-nasu-hiking-trail/


 
 
 

 

©︎ DAISEN Tourism Bureau 
 

Dominating the skyline of western Tottori Prefecture, Mt. Daisen is a dramatic volcanic peak revered for 
its sweeping summit panoramas and deep-rooted spiritual history. The mountain is the highest peak in 
the Chugoku region. The main trail is well maintained and offers a roughly three-hour one-way ascent to 
Misen, the accessible summit, which is suitable for many hikers. The trek begins at Daisen-ji, a temple 
complex with a pilgrimage history of more than 1,300 years. From the temple entrance, visitors walk 
along the Miyuki-sando toward the inner shrine of Ogamiyama Jinja. The trail climbs steadily to Misen at 
1,709 m, where hikers can enjoy expansive views of the Sea of Japan. The mountain’s highest point, 
Kengamine Peak at 1,729 m, is off-limits because of instability. After the hike, travelers often head to 
Sakaiminato (about an hour by car) for fresh local seafood, including regional specialties such as shiroika 
(white squid) and nodoguro (blackthroat seaperch). 
Japan Heritage Mt. Daisen 
Mt. Daisen Hiking Trail 
 

 
 
  
 

10. 20th Asian Games Aichi-Nagoya 2026 : Asia's Biggest Sporting Event Returns to Aichi, 
Sep 19-Oct 4 
 

     Newly added sports: Teqball © Japan Teqball Federation 
 (left) and Esports ©︎Japan Esports Union (right) 

 

https://daisen-japan-heritage.jp/en/
https://www.japan.travel/national-parks/parks/daisen-oki/see-and-do/mt-daisen-hiking-trail/


 
 
 

 

Japan will welcome Asia’s biggest sporting event back this fall for the first time in 32 years. The 20th Asian 
Games will be only the third time Japan has hosted the event, and 20th Asian Games Aichi-Nagoya 2026 
will bring competitors from 45 nations and regions to central Japan. The scale is substantial: 43 sports will 
be staged across more than 50 venues. (The venues for the padel and Teqball games have yet to be 
decided.) This competition features a wider variety of sports than the Olympic Games and includes 
uniquely Asian sports such as Kabaddi and Sepak Takraw. While Nagoya is the core host, events will also 
extend into other parts of Aichi Prefecture and nearby prefectures such as Gifu and Shizuoka. The 2026 
lineup includes modern additions such as Esports, padel (a tennis–squash hybrid played with solid rackets 
on an enclosed court), and Teqball (played with a soccer ball on a specially designed curved table). The 
celebration of athletic achievement continues with Aichi-Nagoya 2026 Asian Para Games, to be held from 
October 18 to 24, featuring 18 sports across 19 venues. Tickets for both Games are already on sale, so you 
can plan your visit now. 
20th Asian Games 2026 
5th Asian Para Games 2026 

 
  
Notes: 

・The above details are correct as of the time of publication, and are subject to change. 

 
 
If you’d like to download photos and videos of Japan's tourist attractions, please visit the Japan Photo & 
Video Library Links 
For media inquiries, including requests to use photographs, please contact JNTO at 
media_inquiry@jnto.go.jp 
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