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1. "JOYFACTORY TOKYO": A Creator-Driven Immersive Hub in Central Tokyo on June 30  

 
Opening on June 30, BROTHER JOYFACTORY TOKYO represents a shift in inbound entertainment, moving 
from passive viewing to "participant-first" immersion. Located in the Kyobashi near Ginza, the facility is 
engineered by leaders in Japanese film and gaming such as Monster Hunter series. Inside, guests can step 
directly into the action through a variety of immersive attractions. For example, in the "SAMURAI LEGEND" 
experience, guests grab a Japanese sword, dress in traditional attire, and engage in digital battles. In the 
"KARAOKE RECORD" studio, they can cut their own track from a library of J-POP and anime hits. These 
active experiences are captured for guests to receive as digital images, or they can be instantly converted 
into high-end tangible souvenirs—such as custom-printed T-shirts, button badges, or even a personalized 
vinyl record sleeve to take home.  
BROTHER JOYFACTORY TOKYO  

 
 
 
 
 
2. Conrad Nagoya: Luxury Hotel Redefines Central Japan’s Skyline in Aichi, July 31 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://web.global.brother/joyfactory/en/index.html


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On July 31, the Conrad Nagoya will debut as Hilton's premier international luxury flagship in the region, 
occupying the upper floors of The Landmark Nagoya Sakae. At 211 meters, the tower stands as the tallest 
structure in the Sakae, providing panoramic views of Nagoya Castle and the Central Alps. The hotel’s 170 
rooms, each exceeding 50 square meters, including 29 suites and its 40th-floor rooftop bar all have 
sweeping views to the city below and surrounding mountain ranges. Their interiors are designed to 
showcase Aichi Prefecture’s manufacturing heritage and craftsmanship. The banquet rooms also 
accommodate business events with the latest equipment. Conrad Nagoya is directly connected to Sakae 
Station and approximately five minutes from JR Nagoya Station. 
Conrad Nagoya 
 
 

 
 
 

3. The 30 Night Vigil: Gujo Odori Preserves Japan’s All-Night Dance Tradition in Gifu July 11 
to September 5  

© Gujo Hachiman Tourism Association 
 

The castle town of Gujo Hachiman comes alive each summer with the Gujo Odori, a historic festival 
inscribed as a UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2022. Spanning 30 nights from July 11 to September 
5, it is one of Japan's most enduring cultural traditions, drawing an increasingly global audience. The event 
is uniquely welcoming and requires no prior experience; visitors can easily rent or purchase a traditional 
yukata locally to fully immerse themselves and dance alongside residents who gladly teach the steps in 
real time. While the festival spans nearly two months, its undisputed climax is the legendary Tetsuya Odori 
(all-night dance) held from August 13 to 16. During these four peak nights, dancing continues from 8:00 

https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/ngocici-conrad-nagoya/


 
 

©️TOTTORISHANSHANMATSURISHINKOUKAI 

p.m. until 5:00 a.m. Those who have danced through the night fill the lantern-lit streets beside the Yoshida 
River to greet the sunrise.  
Welcome to Gujo Hachiman 
 
 

 
 
 

4. A Million in Motion: Tokushima's 400-Year-Old Festival of Joyful Fools, August 11–15  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From August 11 to 15, the streets of Tokushima will transform into the nation’s largest open-air theater 
for the Awa Odori Festival. Known affectionately as the "Fool's Dance," its name comes from a beloved 
chant: "Fools dance, fools watch — so if you're a fool either way, you might as well dance and enjoy it. 
Defined by the zomeki (boisterous) rhythm of shamisen and drums, the event draws over one million 
visitors to witness ren (dance troupes) ranging from grassroots community groups to elite professional 
companies. Tracing its origins back more than 400 years, one popular theory links it to celebrations 
surrounding the completion of Tokushima Castle in 1586, the festival is accompanied by the traditional 
folk song and dancers numbering from a few dozen to several hundred, who parade through the streets 
and across stages in their signature movements — men in low, dynamic crouches and women in elegant 
straw hats. For visitors travelling outside the festival period, the Awa Odori Kaikan in central Tokushima 
offers visitors daily performances all year-round. 
Experience Tokushima City | Fun! Fun! Tokushima 
Awa Odori Kaikan | Travel Japan - JNTO 
 

 
 

5. Tottori Shan Shan Festival: Thousands of Dancing Umbrellas Fill the Streets, August 13–
15 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.gujohachiman.com/kanko/index_e.php
https://funfun-tokushima.jp/experience-tourism/
https://www.japan.travel/en/spot/844/
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The Tottori Shan Shan Festival, held annually from August 13 to 15 in Tottori City, is described by the city 
as the largest summer festival in Tottori Prefecture, and was recognized in 2014 by Guinness World 
Records as the Largest Umbrella Dance. The festival's centerpiece is the Issei Kasa Odori parade on August 
14, when more than 3,000 dancers fill the downtown streets, twirling colorful paper-and-bamboo Shan 
Shan umbrellas in unison. The synchronized rows of patterned umbrellas make for one of the most 
photogenic moments in summer. The name "Shan Shan" alludes both to the bubbling sound of the natural 
hot springs flowing beneath the city and to the soft ringing of small bells suspended from each umbrella. 
The dance itself is simple and traditional, allowing even first-time visitors to join in. The festival opens on 
August 13 with the Suzukko hand-bell dance and closes on August 15 with the Tottori Summer Fireworks 
Festival, where around 10,000 fireworks are launched over Sendaigawara Civic Sports Square along the 
Sendai River.  
Tottori Shan Shan Festival 
 
 

 
 

6. Hanamaki Festival: Record-Breaking Tradition of the North in Iwate, September 11–13 
                    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From September 11 to 13, the city of Hanamaki in Iwate Prefecture will host the Hanamaki Festival, a 
tradition celebrating the founding of the town with a history of over 430 years. The festival's centerpiece 
is a parade of Furyu-dashi, beautiful, elegant floats illuminated exclusively by acetylene gas lamps. While 
the floats and festival music trace their roots to Kyoto's Gion Festival, the use of real open flame as lighting 
is exceptionally rare in Japan, with the flickering fire casting a warm glow over dolls and seasonal flowers 
depicting a different legend, folktale, or fairy tale each year. The festival also features a magnificent 
parade of mikoshi portable shrines, once a Guinness World Record holder for the largest simultaneous 
display. Rounding out the three days are graceful performances of Hanamaki Bayashi dance, the ancient 
Shishi Odori (Deer Dance), and Kagura Gongen Mai (Sacred Dance), living expressions of the region's 
culture and spirit. 
Hanamaki Festival
 

 

 
 
7. Beyond the Bridge: A Masterclass in Gastronomy on the Shimanami Kaido, Ehime  
 
 

https://tottori-shanshan.jp/en
https://tottori-shanshan.jp/en
https://en.visit-hanamaki.travel/event/article.php?id=48


 
 

 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A three-day private tour along the Shimanami Kaido combines scenic exploration of the Seto Inland Sea's 
maritime history with an exclusive, world-class culinary experience. The journey’s highlight features 
Fujimoto Junichi, a Gault & Millau award-winning fisherman, demonstrating shinkei-jime—the precision 
nerve-spiking technique that instantly preserves fish at peak quality. Guests will observe this master 
science at sea before savoring the exact same catch later that day, masterfully prepared at Akakichi, a 
Michelin-starred sushi destination on Hakatajima Island. Blending rich cultural sightseeing with a direct 
"sea-to-counter" gastronomic journey, the itinerary offers an unparalleled look into the region's living 
traditions.  
Shimanami Gastronomy Premium Inbound Tour 
 
To close, and building on our previous newsletter dedicated to the theme of wellness, we feature three 
notable destinations where travelers can experience Japan's distinctive approach to wellness in its many 
forms—from cool highland retreats to small art hotels rooted in local landscape and craft.      

 
 

 
 

8. Rakudo-An: a small art hotel offering a slower, mindful escape in rural Toyama 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

©️Photo by Nik van Der Giesen 
 
Rakudo-An is a three-room art hotel set within the scattered village landscape of Tonami plain of western 
Toyama Prefecture, a historic farming landscape where traditional farmhouses stand among rice fields 
that have shaped the region's way of life for generations. Moving away from the frantic pace of urban 
tourism, the property offers a quieter, slower form of restorative travel — what it describes as "a journey 
of recovery and rebirth" — focused on dotoku, a regional philosophy expressing character of the land 

https://mizusaki-jp.com/experience-shimanami/
https://www.jnto.go.jp/en/news/newsletter_2026_06_1.pdf


 
 

 
  

 

shaped together by nature and its people.Guest rooms are furnished with folk crafts from around the 
world alongside regional crafts and contemporary art, while the on-site restaurant serves seasonal 
Toyama cuisine. Guests can touch the heritage of the local community through walks among traditional 
farmhouses, hands-on encounters with local artisans, and quiet reflection in spaces designed to slow the 
senses.  
Rakudo-An 
 

 

 
 

9. The Science and 300-Year Tradition of Volcanic Sand Baths: Ibusuki Sunamushi Onsen, 
Kagoshima   

 

©️ Sunamushi Kaikan SARAKU 

 
On the shoreline of the Satsuma Peninsula in Kagoshima Prefecture, a rare geological intersection has 
created one of the world’s rare natural sunamushi (steam sand) thermal sites. Unlike traditional onsen 
(hot spring) immersion, Ibusuki’s wellness protocol involves the use of volcanic sand, naturally heated to 
around 50°C by underground springs. At Ibusuki Onsen Sunamushi Kaikan Saraku, the world’s largest 
facility of its kind, the experience is defined by a structured, tactile ritual. Upon arrival, guests are provided 
with a traditional yukata specifically designed for the sand. Skilled staff then guide participants to 
designated beachside pits and expertly layer the naturally heated sand over them. Following about 10-
minute submersion, participants move to an adjacent indoor hot spring to rinse off before bathing in the 
hot waters to complete the restorative thermal cycle. Recent clinical research from Kagoshima University 
has confirmed the medical claims of this 300-year-old tradition, showing that it improves circulation, eases 
muscle tension, and clears skin conditions. The study found that the combination of heavy sand pressure 
and geothermal heat significantly increases blood flow and cardiac output, outperforming standard hot-
water bathing. 
Ibusuki Onsen sunamushi Kaikan Saraku 
 
 

 
 

10. Breathe, Unwind and " Sit and Forget" at Zaborin, Hokkaido 

 
 
 

https://www.rakudoan.jp/en/
https://www.ibusuki-saraku.jp/en


 
 

 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Located in a secluded forest in the Hanazono area of Kutchan Town, Hokkaido, Zaborin is a contemporary 
luxury ryokan comprising 15 villa suites. While renowned as a winter sanctuary, the property transforms 
in summer into a vibrant, cool-climate escape from the humid heat of the lowlands. The name means "to 
sit and forget" oneself and the outside world. This name encapsulates the property's core purpose, which 
comes alive in the green season: to sit, unwind, and absorb the natural surroundings.  Each of the villas 
comes with two private hot spring baths — one indoor and one covered open-air — allowing guests to 
immerse themselves in their own waters entirely undisturbed by other guests. The volcanic waters rise 
from almost a kilometer below ground. Rich in minerals and surrounded by woodland, they are considered 
to carry the spirit of the forest itself; as guests soak, the scent of pine and the rustle of the dense canopy 
create an immersive forest-bathing experience. Kaiseki dinners are served in intimate private rooms, 
featuring menus that celebrate the seasonality, simplicity, and natural beauty of local ingredients. The 
culinary experience is frequently shaped by the ryokan's own in-house forager and extends to the tearoom, 
where the meditative ritual of freshly brewed matcha is seamlessly woven into the daily rhythm of the 
stay. 
Zaborin

©️Zaborin 

https://zaborin.com/en/


 
 

 
Notes: 

・The above details are correct as of the time of publication, and are subject to change. 
 
 
If you’d like to download photos and videos of Japan's tourist attractions, please visit the Japan Photo & 
Video Library Links 
 
For media inquiries, including requests to use photographs, please contact JNTO at 
media_inquiry@jnto.go.jp 

 
 

 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

 
 

Copyright ©2026 Japan National Tourism Organization. All Rights Reserved. 
 

※If you no longer wish to receive our email newsletter, please click here to unsubscribe. 

https://www.japan.travel/en/japan-photo-and-video-library/
https://www.japan.travel/en/japan-photo-and-video-library/
mailto:media_inquiry@jnto.go.jp

