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Vision>
To build a nation on inbound tourism initiative
<{Mission>
While contributing to the Visit Japan Campaign, we will reach a goal of attracting 10 million foreign
visitors by the year 2010.
<Action Guideline>
e  Our staff will strive to be professional in the field of inbound tourism.
e  Our organization will build a team fully maximizing the diverse individuality and abilities.
e We will become an important partner, attaining high level of client satisfaction for all the
associates in the inbound tourism industry.
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Japan aims to double
S'pore tourist figures

Target can be met
with public, private
sector tie-ups, says
minister

By MARCEL LEE PEREIRA

JAPAN wants to attract twice as
many Singaporean visitors as it is
seeing now. f

And Japanese Land, Infra-
structure and Transport Minister
Kazuo Kitagawa believes. the tar-
gclat can be achieved in the near

ture with cooperation between
the public and private sectors.

Last year, some 94,000 Singa-
poreans visited Japan, while
close to 600,000 Japanese visited

- Singapore. |

Mr Kitagawa, heading a drive
to boost tourism, said the impres-
sion that a Japan trip is expensive
needs to be changed with more
low-cost packages.

Private tour operators have to
be creative and come up with
low-cost products such as cheap-
er hotel tariffs and airline tickets
guéing off-peak seasons, he ad-

ed.

Mr Kitagawa, on a two-day
visit here, also met Second Minis-
ter for Trade and Industry Vivian
Balakrishnan yesterday.

The two ministers signed a
joint statement on the expansion
of tourism exchange, which out-
lines five broad steps to promote
tourism, such as encouraging co-
operation among private compa-
nies in the industry and provid-
ing support to the publicity
activities for each country.

To market Japan to the re-
gion, the Japan National Tourist

PHOTO: DESMOND LIM

TREAT FOR THE YOUNG: A Hello Kitty musical is one of the highlights at
the four-day Yokoso! Japan Street Fiesta outside Plaza Singapura.

Organisation yesterday opened
its Singapore office, the second in
the region.

It will serve as a base to pro-
mote Japan, not only to Singa-
pore, but also to Malaysia, Indo-
nesia and India.

Said Mr Kitagawa: “We will
be able to disseminate more in-
formation on Japan’s tourist at-
tractions, and also able to intro-
duce a variety of tourist
products.”

Mr Kitagawa also met Nation-
al Development Minister Mah
Bow Tan, discussing issues affect-
ing urban planning in both coun-
tries.

During his meeting with
Transport Minister Yeo Cheow
Tong, they discussed stamping

80

out piracy along the Malacca
Strait, as well as the impact of
Singapore Airlines’ fleet of Air-
bus A380s and how Japan’s air-
orts could handle the world’s

argest passenger plane.

Mr Kitagawa also called on
President S R Nathan yesterday.

And in celebration of the 40th
anniversary of diplomatic rela-
tions between the two countries,
the four-day Yokoso! Japan
Street Fiesta outside Plaza Singa-
pura was launched yesterday.

Highlights include a Hello Kit-
ty musical, J-Pop dance perfor-
mances, as well as dozens of tour
packages to Japan to choose
from.

marcelp@sph.com.sg
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One Rockefeller Plaza, Suite 1250, New York, NY 10020

[For Immediate Release: June 1, 2006

John Lennon Museum opens new public lounge

Allows patrons to more comfortably appreciate John’s art and music.
Follows in Japan’s long history of meditative appreciation of art and nature

[Saitama, Japan ... June 1, 2006 ... The John Lennon Museum unveiled its first public lounge
today. The exhibition facility, dedicated to the former Beatle, by his widow Yoko Ono, opened on
October 9, 2000 — on
what would have been
John’s 60" birthday -- in
Saitama, Japan, just 40
minutes/15 miles north
of Tokyo. The 2200
square foot lounge
provides casual and
comfortable modern
couches, desks and
chairs, along with seven
CD listening booths and
three DVD watching
booths. All the furniture has been created by the Taisei design- construction corporation, which

also designed and constructed the building itself.

ow, after walking through the museum’s nine intensive exhibition rooms or “zones,” the John
Lennon Theater, and the final “Message From John” room, visitors can relax and take in a more
personal John Lennon experience, listening to his music, watching his performances, and
thumbing through multi-lingual reference books, guides and magazines. The museum lounge can
accommodate up to 40 guests at time, and is located in vacant space formerly occupied by the
museum café. There is a large horizontal photograph on the wall in front of the sofas. The
picture is a Lennon family photo taken during a summer vacation in the Japan Alps resort town of
Karuizawa.

1of2

[The creation of the lounge is in line with a continuous trend in Japanese museums. Notes, Mr.

Hisataka Hirgaochi, President the Americas of the Japan National Tourist Organization, “Many

I have already installed lounges to allow patrons to more comfortably appreciate

[their art or music. Japan has a long, long history of meditative appreciation of not only the arts

[but of course nature -- like Japanese gardens, ikebana (flower arrangement) and tea ceremony. The

I are very keen on words like “healing,” “relaxation,” etc. In recent years, visiting a

Imuseum’s lounge to relax and further explore the art has become a kind of ‘healing experience’ for

[the Japanese.”

[The John Lennon Museum brings Lennon’s life and work into the 21 century, and introduces
ounger generations, who were born after his lifetime, to him and his music first-hand. Real
ILennon artifacts — including furniture he used (even a bathtub!), eyeglasses he wore, and

linstruments he played are on display.

|A special exhibition for 2006: The World John Lennon Saw — Imagine, will open on July 22, and
run through December 28 in the Fifth Floor Event Room. The exhibition will introduce the “birth off
Imagine," the “influence of Imagine," on not John himself but other musicians, dignitaries and

[Visionaries.

[The John Lennon Museum is located within the Saitama Super Arena at: 8 Shin-Toshin, Chuo-ku,
[Saitama City

[Hours: 11am — 6pm (entrance closes at 5:30pm), Wednesday through Monday (closed on Tuesday)
[Admissions: ¥1,500 for adults, ¥1,000 for students, ¥500 for children

[Website: http://www.taisei.co.jp index_e.html

[The Japan National Tourist Organization, a key member of the Visit Japan Campaign, is a
[public-private partnership under the auspices of Japan’s Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and
[Transport, with the mission to encourage international travel to Japan and support Japanese travel

suppliers. For more information on travel to Japan visit: www.japantravelinfo.com.
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BEEXMNE = —REERE A+ XEBFREB) + BRER(X) — BESWRAN) —
BEERMERRNFERIRE(Y2)

1. —REEEA)=(ANHES) + TOM—KREEE) X SFELERo
DODAHE(S) = REBAEKS + ZERAIE

15FEIX. BAHLITARICES,
165EE = AIFEEABEOTEEL x ABEAZRRHGESHEERS)s
17FELRE = SIEEAME x NMEREZERERGEEHEES)s

Q@ Znfh—REEE
15FEIX. BAHLITARICES,
165EE = MIFEE—REEEOFEEL x HEEWYMESHKS
17EEUR = IEE—REEE x HEEZYMEEHRS

2. EBEREB) = —REEHBLNORE
15FE(F, %;&J:Hﬁ‘tl &5,
165 E = AFEEEXEBRBREOTEEL x $HhEEFREL x BERFEHEr
x HEEWMEHRS
17FEEUR = BIEEEERE x SRLEFEHL x BEKRFE#Hr x HEE

MifitEsk o
3. BHHERX) = (BEEDOFERKBIEICEVTRE)
BT 4
4. BBUA (Y1) = BEBEXMEETUHFELELTERIIEHEZTEHISLELLTHAIEHEIN
ADRTEYEE
15EEF,. BAHLETARKIZEKS,
165FE = AIEEBZWNADFEEIL x WABKERE

17FELUR = MIFEEESIRA x IRABERHKy

5 BEEXRMEMENERRE(Y2) = BEEERXMNEEMRLLTRELGVDEZFERD
LAELHTHAIBECIRA — HFHZIAIZERDZH
15FEIX. BAHLTFARICELD,
165FE = MIEELAZACRAOTEEL x IRABKREHR v2 — #IF
ELZBESRAICERDIIH
17FFELUR = MEESZACINA x IRABKREHR v2 — ATEESXE
CURAIZRASXH

EARRBENTAFTRADIZEIZIF0ET S,
CEEClaHRs&H

AN ERERBESRERF) s BEEDTFTERRBEICEVTRE
BES | AES - 0] BEEOTERBBRECEVDTRE
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P ES|AES - §e) BEEOTERBBRECEVDTRE
HEEDMERS  BFEEOTFERBGEREICEVTRE

BUR{ZRE BEEOFTERBBEICEVLVTRE
HEWABREZEY! BFEEOFERBBEICEVLVTRTE
" y2 BEEODFTERBOEREICBVLTRE

EEERXMNEFRYUTIFERVRYUERIRDESYTHD,
BHNECEFHE : 90%
BEHNAENRE : 90%

BINEGCEEE © 90%
EEHmHhEXE © 90%

BNECERMERE : 70%
WAVAVIREIRRE  50%

REMEE : 50%
2 AR : 50%
ERSRARRZIEEEE: 50%
B EKRE :100%
EERNE :100%
R F 2 :100%
—REEE : 90%
REE : 80%

BE. PHEFEHRRROMRLEER o BISOVTIETRICKYHEETLTLS,
- ANMEEFABERHY HARAF 1. 000&L THEET

MEEFEHR o (HARh 0. 9757&L THEEt
MEALREB ‘HARGh 0. 990&L THEET
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ERAM®DIill&linformation|DEE X F .
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-MICE #& &€

ELRBEDOFUMNFIZKY., Tk 18 5 3 AICFE 1 ERFFcERELLIERRE. EEE-R
R—YARELBEL-BARRILADT-HODREARIDIE, MICE &iF
Meeting(&5& - BHE - 37 —)1. ncentive/Inspection({BFF - B FF-RE)1.
[Convention(K&- 2% B ). [Exhibition(BRE)DEXF4HEo1-1KEE,

EfRSES AT
[ERSEEFEOFTRORERVHEDOABILFICLIERELOREICET HEEGE
MIFAUARLaVR)ICEDE B REXELNERREBER. BEAEREO/N\—FELIVRY
Ay Ea—A—FOVIMEABRBINTEY., [ERSFFOFBORERVREDOMBLED
REBEZBELSCEAERB N DREICFICEY HIEREL-TIIFNDIE,

S AL

EfSEZFORERREDHTEZEIAYO_ L, BEAMICEEREROSR. EHERER. &t
EBEERBISAEEY,
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BRERNZE

WENZ 2T AAEAISHERD AEEZRAVT RITICETAERZTTHED L,
BRENEZZECICEELIRBAEDOTOIRRICAKL. MEFRNEORHFEZTILEN DS,
INTO HBEREAEHRBROEREZRITLTLS,

"TRNRAF)— 03T«
INTO DRt EICR SN INEEHECLLEHELZ SO RIETEREERRIZHFA TR
FTonf-t DT, FHRERE . TRIIOMAZR . SHEHSRHEDS 16 &2 THM. F 2 EFE,

geVlElE S

JNTO FREAEtEI ISR E SN TN F HE (S L AeTHEE ST FETEH EERRIZH
FAHTONIZHD T, INTO DMBEECEXRERICHIIME - REZITI. EREHHHAR
REAMESRERERORABRKZEZST 15 A TERSNE 1 BRI,

I ATBUE NBAESE 44 K3

WMITBUE NBALESE 44 RIXTDRIITBUENL. BEXREE BRHAEICEWTREEZEL2E
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ERELTEY.INTO FELRBREDEARZZT T, MREZBH OO BERITOREDIHR
AEKRAFNSBNEGEXREDOFERICKTHIIENHES,
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